
MAHABALESHWAR-PANCHGANI REGIONAL PLAN 

RECOMMANDATIONS 

TOURJSM S U B  COMMITTEE 

In view of the Supreme Court order as well as considering the 

Notification declaring the Mahabaleshiw - Panchgani Region as a 

Em-Sensitive Zone, Tourism Sub Committee would like to make the 

following reconmlendations: 

INTERPRETATION CENTRES 

Interpretation Ce~lters will play a very important role in leading 

to pro-envirol~rnerl t actions to support tlie natural and c~tltural 

heritage of the ue\\.I> created Eco-sensitive Zone Region. 

interpretation ( wters are required to be set up with well tralrled 

personnel to impl.rinent a comprehensive Interpretation p!m 

designed for a tfan~x:> ~f target groups, each requiring a highly 

specific a\varelless prcjo,ran~s trmmg the v G q u s  stake holders in 

the region. (Viz7.: ( : i )  Forests and Ecology, (b) History and relii$ous 

~mportance of Kshztrurnnhabnlcshwnr of the PMEZ. (c) Geoloqical 

importaicc of tile ~?l;iteau and other ~norpbological features) 
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Mahabaleshwar and Panchgsni attract tourists from all over the 

country. The rate o i  increase in tourist tratfic bas been exponential 

with the result that the esistitig infiasttucture, civic and natural, has 

been straining to meet the increasing demands. The effort now 

should be not to increase the volume of tourist tsafic beyond the 1 

carrying capacity of the Region but to improve the quality of the 

environment so that 1t does not lose its charm as a rehge for nature 

lovers. FoLlowi~~g reconlriendations are therefore made. 

i) Distribution of tourist traffic throughout the year 

The existing facilities of dli~llilng water, dlxinage: accommodation, 

transpo~.tation etc . have already reached saturation point ~ v i  th the 

result that these hill stations cannot bear more tourist tmffic during 

the peak seas011 withou~ qualitative deterioration. Therefore, eEort.s 

should be made io disperse tourist traffic all round the bear. 

Increase in tourist tax during peak season, reduction in tourisr tax, 

during the non-peak season and suitable public transportatiorl 

facility needs to hz inade so that tourists are prompted to YISII  the 

hill station out  s;de the peak season also. No addi~iotlsl 

corlstruction whatsaeter should be allowed within the town area 

ii) Facilitation of d t ~ r n a t e  tourist places 

Se\leral places in the v i c i n ~ h  of the Region ma!, be capable of 

development wltiun   he preview of Eco - sensitive Z.one guide lines 

~ v i t h  u v l e ~ v  to JIICI-t the pressure of tounsl traffic i ro~ l l  

Mahabaleshcvar and Panchgani. Alternatively the tourists who are 

s t ~ y i n g  at these l ~ i l l  stutlons can be encouraged to take excurs;oi~s to 

these places. Theso ~iould include Tayola, Ma~ldherdev. l)i101n 
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