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PanchEani Table Land -  Reoort  and Recorrmendat ions

i\s directed by the Hon'ble Bombay High Court' the issue of the Panchgali Tabie

Lanrl has been discussed l;;;;6*" 
"of 

the Monitoring Committee severa-1. dmes'

Visits to the Table L"-d h;;" ;;o U""" *"a" and wiews of elected rePresentalives '

exDerts and a-rchitects, 
""iia"*a 

ftom time !o time as also tJre representations

il-^.i"I it"ra"rs who are parry to the Court orders'

On 6,r, June 2001 Members of the Monitoring cornE'Jtee rvcre giv,en a^pre:s::tatlon

br. Architects Ravi Kadam" La' pr"r** pJshwa of various proposals_including

sussestions for the Tabtef.alJ xt". tt 
" 

presentation the Monitoring committee

maTe alother site visii *r'ri'I 
"i"*-,o 

i*rti"" their recommendations about the

Table La-nd.

The BzckEround

1. It is necessa{r' to understand that Palchgani Table Land is a unique feature t}iat

needs to be protectcd and preserved' It is a world heritage site in size second

only to the Table I-anJ it' 
^ 
So''-ttf' Africa' antl of great scientific' geologica"l &

,. ffS:T;f ff"lffiT;o does not have suitable terrain for growrh of trees, *re

natural green cover ti;;;tt ald herbs is most important for protection fron:

erosion. Certain specres"ot plants are iound here are :ndemic'

3. F.esthetically *a 
".ttt"-'V-*"e 

it is the only geograohica-l lald mass in tJ:e region

offering a 3r:0 degree ;;; ;i;;' ;;ttt" -"1'-p"ttici.tlarlv of thc' I(rishna Vallev'

4. Commercial activity #"t;"x=, ;ts"oe"i i"tuties' rinres,'icle(l no'''cnent of

horses, hcrse carrs 
"ii """"'L.,"t.i 

ve'icles over the whole Table Land iIr

recent years has haa I ;;;;'t-'- 
"t9 

at"y"t1'e impact ieading to damage to

growth of vegetation, Ieadin! in turn to an inciease in erosion and damage to thc'

topsoil, 
"lla "rtr,ougn 

fiTffi;;;;;"tho'iti"" h"t'" from time to time L'icd to

control co'mercial activify, they have not succeeded in keeping the Tabre Lanci

free irom damagc.

The Monitoring Comnittee Members during the site visit came to a unarrimous

conclusion that if tl1e r"ui" 
-i".a 

is to be p-rotected. patchw'ork solutions will not

work and radica.l action i" 
"""a"a 

tt keep the n1tj9r nart of the 'fable Land free froin

commercial activitv ,-d ;;;;;;;i oi""fu"r""' rlis rvould also be in keeping with

the provision or tn" 
",lt-Jtt" 

n 
"gt"i'f 

pf'- for. Mahabieshwar-Palchgani Region'

Under Section 7.2.31c) 
"iil"'Racna] 

plall it is prescribed that ".'... ar'C Tabte

Lana at panchgani shouti i" pr"tZ*"d as open spaies for pubLic recreaiion"

ffi#"T*# reafure c6nsisting or a rarse t*"n::,.f 1-1t:i: i::::-,i"t"':';'J:":?
above Palchgani, ald shlelding t"he iatter l i :orn easterlv \ i- lnos' r 'L ovcr' 'uusJ u!

t^r'rd affcrds a beautifui #;T 'h; 
-;;;t 

it i" ulto a ipot of considerable s::t"y:.:

irrterest a'd iis la'dscapt 
"ft'"ia 

be properiy preserv'ed for 
"i-ie 

enjovr:rent ol \ilsirors

a;lcl- for fun-her strrdY. ...2
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During tc site visits Memberc of.the. Moaitoring co--itt"" sa\p t].at for:mercialactivity *'om numcrous stalls (food a.d *A;d.r stalls) and -rr"-G"t"o'oovq.ent of horees. horse carts a"Ed motorized ,rehicd"s a. i"oirrg 
" 

a"r"t"J"r,
lH, ::E"^ :1lry- 1l *y rau!9 r.;. rb; 

-""rf";iegctation 
had b een destroyed,rE r'qrng g gamage to the,topsoil, and resurtiug io exposr.rre of more and more iocksurtace. This needs to be stopped irn rngdislely.-

The comririttee t&erefore carrp to *re conclusioa that if ttrc major part of the TabreLand was to be Dreservcd fr,ou eventu-al aiGr"a"", it was necessar5r to ta-ke .t,,efollowing steps.

1

(

(a) To stop all coamercial activity on the tab.Ie Iand plateau surface. This can onlybe doneby a totar ban -or rglr€@€nt of horses, carts and ottrer vehicles on themajor part of the Tahle Larrd (to the North of the artry poinQ.(b) cars and otJrer vehicres 
"touig 

onry t" a;;a"p b tre car park to the sourh
,-, :{^T: l-lTA.t ""qJoint as shown'on tU" *ao,""a _"p.
[c, -ralls (or!]y tbos€ 33 stalls that are part of the court dder) should be relocated' arrd consned ro rhc to'pogrehic d;pre"d;aatl" p-r.*.Jt 

"r6-p.irri'i" 
,rr.Table Land ffmm the ryntUj 14 t"Uy .J"U.*.a beyoad. rbis point. Theyshould ,'e bclow tbe surface r'wel .ro" riri"-pr"t"au and be designed in an eco-friendly tnanner. rrreir. opnershi; 

"h;"H 
;;wit! trre parchsani MuaiopaJcouncil, which sbuld -ret out'tlc stalts't- stal-hordcrs selling food a.adrsfresh"ngnl ileds onry. stalls of s.rt-;h""I", t 

"-. 
erc. should not be a.llowed.(d) Apart tom the abovc. no construciion to bc permittcd o' ar r"ur" r,.rrTl*".p tfor an Environnentar uterpretau;;-c;;-;;t tae entry point at a rocationslown in tle atarned pi.o. 

'ti" -"*G-ilirra 
give vital information and

*ffij:." 
to visirors 

"ui"t 
ta"-i"tru ;;-"rd-it" 

""iq";-i;;;",t"1(e) To prwent a'y exceotion/uisuse of the vchicle-&ee area on the mairiportion ofthe Table Land, er,; g vlp": pd*E a"silJ *"p* aad barriers should .beconstnreted to makc it irrpossibic rit 
"iai"r"r?tt"r tJre prohr"bited area.

{9 
l:T-*-"i 

people warking on foot, ao activity of any kind should be peroitteclon tfie main part of the. plateau to rhe wortairoe present eatry point an<i ttres.all \rater body near *,, *t 
"r*--"L. 

*; ;O exceptioa to this could be
::_ag. enry. to lhc nain plarcau ;h;-;; shoutd be deaarcated for ap'rayground to be given out to- schools for tp.rt" 

"""r, 
as football. This sho,r<l becreafly demarc€rted to avoid future misusel ril ;otor of this area shou.ld vest

f$'ff rH#tffi .fffiSd"";;;id;"*iiu"'"'po,'o'ur;r*;;;s
rg, verxcres should be allowed on]v 1q to tre car/vehicre park as shown oo theEap. Horses and horsri 

".rrc 
*alufi 

".t 
U" 

"ffr.l"a 
olr t]le mqi', plateau but beconfined to tre porrior rrgg !9la r,JiJ ii#l]n 
" 

sourh and sourrr East ofErre pres€nt entry point..quitatfe uarrieJ.n;; be erected to prevent horse
;ffi"ilt 

any other vehicles t"- *t"tirg'frJ;"g* p'orected porrion of trre

. . . J
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(h) Alr slop e s. sh"Igii, T:i:X""fffi ?:S""*:ff T*:yff "#"s "n"a,,t" " t a tt
(i) Detaits of Permrfteo acrrvrus-

attached to this rePort

li) lt is suggested tJrat powers to enf-orce S: lb^:J: 
conditions be deiegated to the

Palchgarri friu rurt"'"iiJ Cot"'"it by the Collectoi' S"tut" under the Bombay

Police Act, 
"" 

tr'" co"ti""il;#'d*;"thave the direct powers to do so'

The locatiOns giving t}.e pre cise position of- all the above "users" is marked on the

accomPalYing oaP'

For Mahableshrvar-Panchgani Monitoring Committee

, e=4p$--.-^i I Lirlrct.ie)
1 . . . . . . . . ' . . . . \ - . . . o " " -  " '

Dy. Conservator Forests' Satara'

Chairman

le) \ f  '
2.....r:,/.Y:.....
SDO, Wai
Member-Secrei:ar5r

4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Col.S.A.Mohite (Retd')
Member

J 1- Lfu
s.......:....'.......-...--
Dr.F.F.widia
Member

J . ! . . . - : . .  '  ' . . . . ' . . "  " "  '  '

S.J.Patwardhan
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SCHEDULE 
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i xr.an+:*}ist'r';llffi il; ffi;#*ilF.
: ;;:ff;:;:::: ?;5ii'e "' 

pe"itted 
::: :.:"" .,no,, u-n,uued Isniting

,Fj.\'lff 1'"T#r;":'-$'-'"i"::l':"1"::'illli"i"lll!Ill'"li,Jj;"'"a

1fifi$*gggp**:''-';;rm*
For Mahableshwar-Panchgani 

llenitorinB Committee

'  \ /
\ ss ,z\-'

, . V .  '
tB3*%"'"'-'

rtil*:--
\leaber

. ' \  ' 1  l ' , )
---+- -t- Lr-

s . . . . . .  ' . . "  i ' . : "  "  "
Dr.F.F'W adia

\4ember
t ,;o*.;;; io"'o't
Member
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i.' i r$s,* oPs-GNaTEDABD+OEL$E_-IABLE LAND

I . Garres for et[ertiulunelf e g Uill gtrme'. tot'al gtluc' 'gttrss garrc'

1tlrne etc. thd clo not carrse tutl's''rrt of pc''llution ue allotecl

nrg.

I Pltr.ving e+r! EIII ttrntrti'tctru erl t'y recogrlzecl colr+anies fir'

.,u,f,.frui U"j"* i tilears *rttL ti'llowir€irestriciiorrs ere tdlowerl

(i'i Ti,e heighr il,:r[ rtot exceecl3 0(l trL

i;i ;;i;61. breacltJi ..-tt diiurreter slall nr:t e'rceed 6'0cirrr

(lr) No Equl6rnent *til 
'i* 

f*"ttittecl *tlicl t use-q 'liasel' !str."'l'

k"r.',..* ot itl tt inllil:rg hiels'

iI .r.r"i 
"E 

rprtt# shall- ltrt ctruse any son of air' land' Iafer' or

l. I-ihr, ir'rble iand tux io lp ke$ closed tbrall rctilitie-* foflrt l3d' 'Iurre

li' t 3s Sedcn$er c!'ely )eitr

.1 Itrere stroulcl bc a Naturc Rcsen'e iZone sr::rorurdirg t}.e 
'ltrl-le

,"",1 
^*+i"r, 

"tt,ra u*'a'tiiJi" d: u*rls1L'::*tffi"i.:1ftrff,
i'r;.trr-o Corfrt-rl Rules rurder prelnmtlol-

;r. 
".ri.ir, 

,f,l"fi be nada ir, rlre l)r:.,,elol:rrne;rt Corfrol Rulas.

noise pollution.
ii) Stch equiPnrert nmst

t.,-v Ltre Muricip{ ('(\lll $tl
ccmply *it}r tfu $fety >-tenrLrrcls laicl dcrtrl

fi'ol i Lirne trr time'

Llc.rn critt cc

S.-l.Pi!t11'dtli lill1

)' I=: ie:
a - a ^ ^

-- -----: -.2

i_t i

: '\-'1-' , 7r''v\- -v.r-1

Chief Officcr i
F ' , . ^ i . " : r i  1  1 : i 1  5 l X t i O d

M u  n : :  I  i ; :  i  (  o u  n c l r
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COhI$ERVATION .OF TAEIELAND AT FAI{CTISAN I
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HOgg$
i] LYI'$TII{$LA$ESr{OW}i THITS. ..'...........,-" "'*

?) TXISTINGFOOTBALL GROUHD Sgos&{ rEU$

;} OPEId AREAFOR SITTING ASR,4NGEME}ff SE*1iIN TEI]S.......'F

4) PROPOSEI) UdRDH. (SlEjpS & RSIIINfi) FGR RESTF& eTION" " *

0FVEEICLES SOWId 1E[t8

5 ) PROPO$ED $Tlffi:ERET RAIlll'IG ffiO$tr'T THUS "' " "' " "' "'' " " 
*

6} NR&i FROFS$ED FOR FS,R:KI['T6 S'EO1TF TSUS

@
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1.m{YrRO4}fiESW.ir- IMT1ERPRETATTON CENTRE SffiOWN Tgus"''* f Fn

s) AREA FOR. STdJLI,S A RFCHEA,TION SEOlttH TEU$... "'.'. "' j " " " 
n ;reEEl

.q) *REA PROPOSEB-FOR EOR6ES &ESRS'E C*RT$ SEOWN TETTS,'+ " 
'=E*€

ioi E{ETINGR.AII,ffGS & SrITINEI ARRJHCEMENT sEOTr'N THUS* :=-EE

1 i) ffiISTIHG ASPAITED RO.ID sEo{ttil tgus.. - - - - -... - - -. -.. ... - " "'+ ['€-

12)PRSPSSEDEENS1II{GSE0rIrI1[TEU3" """""'+F-"€-'fr'

u) pR.oposED GATES SEOTpN THUS..----...----- "-'" E=F

i4) pRoposEDRAIIjNG SEOWNTEUS.. .------.--.."'* -
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DY. Conservdor F$rcSs. S&a
Chldnns

r......5."d..h....,..
SDs, lisi
M€.mb6r - SecrctruY

4 . . . . . . - . . . . . . . . - . " . . . . .
Col $.s- Mohite( ?.etd)
Ivlember

W r-dND( s.Ho-ito) IrlR col'
,+us i-qNs son PANCEGAIII fltrr sr '1T'IOlr 1fiINICIP'4L

- S  l -
3 . . . . . . . . . * - v . .  1 . . . . . . . . .
S.J.Patwardhm
Me.mber

< sd l--
Dr.F.F.riladia
Iteebsr
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